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Note of last LGA Executive meeting 
 

Title: 
 

LGA Executive 

Date: 
 

Thursday 12 December 2013 

Venue: Westminster Suite, 8th Floor, Local Government House, Smith Square, 
London, SW1P 3HZ - LGH 

  

 
Attendance 
 
An attendance list is attached as Appendix A to this note 

 

Item Decisions and actions Action 
 

1  Autumn Statement 2013 
 

Cllr Taylor introduced the item by updating Members on the key highlights 
from the Chancellor’s Autumn Statement announcement on Thursday 5 
December, which included some positive news for councils and some 
lobbying wins for the LGA.  Whilst she welcomed these developments, 
she reiterated that the overall financial position for councils remains a 
source of grave concern.  Additionally, she updated Members on the key 
highlights from Lord Freud’s speech on Welfare Reform which had taken 
place earlier that day at an LGA run conference.   
 
In the discussion that followed, Members made a number of comments, 
including:  
 

• The Executive commended the LGA’s effective lobbying campaign 
and welcomed the fact that there would be no additional 
departmental cuts to local government funding for 2014/15 and 
2015/16.   
 

• Whilst the Government’s decision to reverse its proposal to 
topslice and pool New Homes Bonus (NHB) money was welcomed 
and applauded, there was grave disappointment that this was not 
the case for London Boroughs.  Opinion was divided on the issue 
of whether the LGA should challenge the fact that local authorities 
that have a planning application rejection overturned on appeal 
should receive NHB monies.  It was noted that there would be a 
Government consultation on this in the near future, which the LGA 
would respond to.    

 

• Members welcomed partial lifting of the Housing Revenue Account 
borrowing cap as a step in the right direction; however they 
reiterated the need to continue to lobby for its abolition.    
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• In discussing the Government’s business rates proposals, 
Members expressed concern regarding the transfer of liabilities 
from central Government to local government as a result of the 
business rates appeal process and highlighted the need for further 
clarity on how elements of the proposals would operate, such as 
the reoccupation relief grant.  It was noted that the LGA would be 
responding to a consultation of these proposals, which would close 
in March 2014.    

 

• With reference to the recent tidal surge and the costs incurred to 
local authorities to support those communities affected and 
address the structural damage, Members emphasised the 
importance that Government financially support those areas 
affected.  The issue of the ability of local authorities to respond to 
emergencies given the current funding reductions was highlighted 
as something to be raised with Government as part of wider 
discussions on financial sustainability.         

 

• Concerns were expressed regarding Lord Freud’s suggestion that 
local authorities take a greater role in the provision of support, 
such as food banks, currently undertaken by the community 
voluntary sector.  It was noted that this could reduce the added 
value currently provided by the third sector.      

 
Decision  
 
The Executive noted the update and asked that their views inform the 
LGA’s on-going lobbying work.   
 

2  LGA EU Lobbying Priorities for 2014 
 
Sir Richard Leese and Merrick Cockell declared interests in the item.  
 
Councillor Clarence Barrett (Chair of the European and International 
Board) introduced the report, which set out the proposed LGA EU lobbying 
priorities for 2014, following the publication of the European Commission’s 
annual work programme.  In doing so, he outlined the seven key priorities, 
those issues with a watching brief and the work that would be undertaken 
post May 2014 to develop positive relationships with the new MEPs and 
European Commission.    
 
In the discussion that followed, Members made a number of comments, 
including: 
 

• Members were generally supportive of the priorities outlined and 
reiterated the need to ensure that any new financial and 
administrative impact on councils were identified.  However, it was 
suggested that the LGA’s lobbying strategy could be more forward 
looking, focusing on opportunities for communities and lobbying for 
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the inclusion of issues of importance to local government, not 
currently reflected in the Commission’s work programme.  
Particular reference was made to the need for a more imaginative 
approach to the transport priority, as well as the importance of 
keeping appraised of developments relating to the Regulatory 
Services Directive. 
   

• In response to questions regarding the value of the LGA’s 
European lobbying programme, Members highlighted the different 
roles undertaken by CEMR (the European LGA) and the 
Committee of the Regions (CoR) as well as the money saved 
through reducing financial burdens on councils.  Particular 
reference was made to successful lobbying to overturn a proposed 
EU target to enforce a 3 per cent annual renovation of public 
sector buildings as part of the Energy Efficiency Directive, as well 
as the valuable influence of the local government delegation on the 
shadow EU Structural and Investment Funds Programme Growth 
Board.  

 

• With reference to the EU elections in May 2014, and the 
appointment of a new European Commission, Members 
emphasised the importance of being alert to ensure that the 
incumbent Commission and Parliament did not seek to rush 
through policies before the end of their term.  

 

• It was noted that work was underway to investigate the possibility 
of closer working between English local government offices in 
Brussels to maximise local government’s influence.  

 
Decision 
 

The Executive agreed the LGA’s EU lobbying priorities for 2014 and that a 

more detailed lobbying strategy for each of the seven areas be taken 

forward with the relevant Board Chairs.  

 

3  Special Meeting of the General Assembly: 23 January 2014 Draft 
Programme 
 
The Chairman introduced the report which set out the proposed format 
and agenda for the special meeting of the General Assembly, which would 
be considering changes to the LGA’s governance arrangements.  
 
The report was approved without further comment. 
 
Decision  
 
That the Executive endorsed the proposed format and agenda for the 
General Assembly meeting on 23 January 2014.  
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The press and public were excluded for the consideration the 

following confidential items.  

 

4  Note of last LGA Executive meeting – CONFIDENTIAL  
 
The notes of the previous meeting held on 21 November were agreed as 
a correct record. 
 
 

 

5  Update on the LGA's Financial Strategy - CONFIDENTIAL 
 
The Chairman briefly introduced the report which provided an update on 
the on-going work to ensure the financial sustainability of the LGA.  
 
The report was approved without further comment. 
 
Decision  
 
The Executive noted the steps being taken to implement the LGA’s 
financial strategy and ensure its financial sustainability. 
 

 

6  Date and Time of Next Meeting 
 
Thursday 23 January 2014, 2pm, Local Government house, London. 
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Appendix A – Attendance  

 

Position/ Role Councillor Authority 

Chairman  Sir Merrick Cockell  RB Kensington & Chelsea 

Vice-chairman  David Sparks OBE Dudley MBC 

Vice-chairman Gary Porter South Holland DC  

Vice-chairman Gerald Vernon-Jackson  Portsmouth City  

Vice-chairman Marianne Overton  Lincolnshire CC 

Deputy-chairman Robert Light  Kirklees Council 

Deputy-chairman Mayor Dorothy Thornhill MBE Watford BC 

Deputy-chairman Mayor Sir Steve Bullock Lewisham LB 

Deputy-chairman Sharon Taylor OBE Stevenage BC  

Deputy-chairman Andrew Lewer  Derbyshire CC 

   

Members   

 Peter Box CBE Wakefield  

 Clarence Barrett  Havering LB 

 Peter Reeve Cambridge  

 Peter Fleming Sevenoaks DC  

 Tony Jackson                   East Herts DC 

 David Hodge  Surrey CC 

 Neil Clarke Rushcliffe BC 

 Roger Lawrence  Wolverhampton City 

 Paul Watson                         Sunderland City  

 Chris White St Albans DC  

 Jim McMahon Oldham  

 Mehboob Khan Kirklees Council 

 Gordon Keymer CBE     Tandridge DC  

 Sir Richard Leese CBE       Manchester City 

 David Simmonds David Simmonds 

Apologies   

 Martin Hill OBE Lincolnshire CC 

 Mike Jones Cheshire West & Chester 

 Stephen Parnaby OBE East Riding 

 Izzy Seccombe Warwickshire CC 

 David Philips Swansea City 

 Mayor Jules Pipe CBE              Hackney LB 

 Stephen Houghton CBE Barnsley MBC 

 John Hart  Devon CC 

 Flick Rea Camden LB 

 Katie Hall Bath and NE Somerset DC 
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 Robert Dutton Wrexham  

 David Bellotti  Bath and North East 
Somerset 


